
 

 

 

 

 

 

Commemorating Iqbal Day – 9 November 

Concept Note 

To commemorate the birth anniversary of Allama Muhammad Iqbal, Pak Afghan Youth 
Forum (PAYF) proposes to organize Iqbal Day in the Gharjistan University, Kabul. In 
this regard, PAYF Kabul Chapter, will be arranging competitions; Writing, and Sketching 
or Art. 

Pakistan’s spiritual father, Allama Muhammad Iqbal, a great poet, philosopher, politician, 
jurist and economist who is widely known as the “Poet of East”, and the “Poet of Islam” is 
recognized as Iqbal Lahori in both Afghanistan and Iran. Primarily because, from shared 
borders to shared future, Pakistan and Afghanistan share a lot more including religion, 
norms, culture, among others – Iqbal is one of the few personalities in the region who are 
revered equally by both countries.  About 60 percent of the works of Iqbal Lahori are in 
the Persian language, generally known as Dari in Afghanistan. Moreover, in the context of 
the recent transition in Afghanistan from war to peace under the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan (IEA), Iqbal is one of the few philosophers who has contributed a lot to 
shaping Asia’s nation-states; from influencing political thought to offering roots for the 
ideation of nationhood throughout the region. 

Faced with numerous challenges, for Pakistan and Afghanistan – internally as well as 
internationally at a time when amidst the emergence of the New World Order, regions 
are being realigned – Iqbal’s call for Khudi [individuality] as the aim of the Quranic 
revelation, holds prominence. 

With his profound association with the Quran, Iqbal found rejoinders to the queries posed 
by societal change, colonialism and British education that were apparently in line with 
the Quran, but were filtered by the discourses in the British Indian society around 1900; 
his understanding of Goethe, Nietzsche, Kant, and other Western philosophers also added 
a lot in this regard. 

Hence, taking birth and growing up in the era when new approaches were in the air to 
interpret Islam to deal with the colonial power, Iqbal’s philosophy firmly rooted in Quran 
offers a way out to both Pakistan and Afghanistan to deal with the existent challenges in 
the midst of anarchic nature of international politics. Since, writing, sketching and art are 
expressions depicting the ‘self’ and ‘other’ – Youth engagement in such activities in fact 
provides an opportunity to encourage ideation to chart out solution-oriented responses 
that are novel in nature.  In view of this, Pak Afghan Youth Forum (PAYF), aims to 
commemorate Iqbal Day by arranging writing and art competition among the learners 
at the Gharjistan University, Kabul, on November 9th, to encourage lateral thinking with 
regard to formulating frameworks significant to the nation building of the post-war 
country, Afghanistan. 


