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Key Takeaways

1. Pak-Afghan relations are not like normal bilateral ties. They are different based on 
historical linkages that can be traced even before the advent of modern Afghanistan. 

2. Whenever both the nations come together, they have achieved milestones. 
Although an atmosphere of resentment exists in both Pakistani and Afghan societies 
due to certain myths, and interveing variables due to the long porous Pak-Afghan 
border, both countries share  a unique set of relations.  

3. The nature of bilateral relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan is nontraditional, 
influenced by history, and accompanied by complex interdependence. Many promi-
nent nations feel insecure about the possibility of growing Pak-Afghan bilateral ties 
based on their past engagements with the Soviet Union and its subsequent disintegra-
tion. There also exists the possibility of this region acting as a precursor for connecting 
Eurasian land mass to the Indian Ocean and outnumbering the importance of promi-
nent seaports and corridors. 

4. Afghanistan’s trade has undergone several positive changes since last year and has 
reached a surplus level with Pakistan; experts claim if it keeps this pace, it can be on 
its way to becoming Finland, in terms of trade. 

5. The rise of TTP despite the Afghan Taliban’s assurance is quite alarming but it is 
being properly dealt with at the administrative and diplomatic level.

Recommendations:
1. Increased Bilateral Trade: The magnitude of trade between two states can be 
amplified by 
 
 Mitigating extortion

 Broadening the corridor from both sides to make it a two-way crossing for 
 efficient traffic and pedestrian flow.

 Perishable goods such as fruits and vegetables constitute a significant chunk  
 of trade goods at the Pak-Afghan border, their spoilage can be prevented by 
 introducing a synergized 2-step security protocol.



2. Increased People-to-People Contact: As Pak-Afghan societies also share ties at 
tribal, socio-cultural level, to facilitate the functionality of corridors; knowledge, media, 
trade and transit, sport, etc, visa issuance process can be enhanced by offering,

 Mobile services for visa granting offices for efficient visa approval. 

 Establishing Pak-Afghan inter-student contact: Afghan students do visit 
 Pakistan but rarely have Pakistani students visited Afghanistan. For this 
 purpose, Pakistani student delegates should be sent to Afghanistan. 

 Domestic-level sports festivals between local bodies of both countries should 
 be encouraged, along with inter-school co-curricular activities such as painting 
 competitions, debates, and scientific exhibitions. 

 Enabling Afghans should be more of a focus, with the help of technical 
 exchange programs and training seminars; they can also be offered admission 
 to technical training institutes in Pakistan.
 
 Railway infrastructure is extremely important in increasing people-to-people 
 contact, thus it should be renovated and maintained effectively, and thus made 
 more efficient. 
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