
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afghanistan One Year After US Withdrawal 
Opportunities and Challenges 

Lecture Concept 

Pak Afghan Youth Forum (PAYF) brings a lecture series to foster continued meaningful 
discussion on contemporary themes relating to Pak-Afghan region and beyond. PAYF 
Chief Mentor, Ambassador Mohammad Sadiq will be delivering the first lecture of the series 
themed, ‘Afghanistan One Year After US Withdrawal: Opportunities and Challenges. 
The post-war transition in the land-locked country has resulted into plethora of 
opportunities and challenges for both the governance structures and the Afghan people. 
To discuss the wide-ranging prospects of Pak-Afghan bilateralism with regard to 
diplomatic corridors in the context of existing commonalities, historical linkages and 
shared future; knowledge, culture, history, media, trade and transit, climate change, etc., 
this activity is being carried out. 

As August 2022 has marked the one-year since the United States troops have left 
Afghanistan, and the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’s ascension to power in Kabul, it is 
time to take a look on the circumstances that followed, so the existing opportunities and 
challenges can be assessed to help formulate frameworks in the Pak-Afghan public 
diplomacy domain. 

This necessitates to take into account the past 20 years; at one side, the destruction 
caused to life, infrastructure and governance systems due to the 20-year war has wide 
ranging implications for Afghan society as a whole, on the other, this transition has turned 
Afghan Taliban into a governing entity from the entity fighting the occupying allied forces 
in Afghanistan. 

Both the 20-year war and the transition in Afghanistan have impacted Pakistan and the 
social fabric of its society. Being the prisoners of geography, as the two countries, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, share histro-cultural linkages, the socio-economic inclusion of 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan over the years has also evolved societal and economic ties 
between the peoples of two countries; From hosting Afghans since the Soviet War, 
becoming Afghanistan’s largest trade partner, educating Afghans in Pakistan, to offering 
opportunities for deepening trade and transit ties through joint connectivity initiatives, such 
as TAPI, and Trans-Afghan Railway Project, etc., both countries have been working together 
to build cooperative relations in all societal domains for enhanced stability and peace in the 
region. 

Historically Pak-Afghan relations have never been a smooth sail despite shared 
geography, ethnicity and religion, therefore as the new chapter in Pak-Afghan 
relations is being written, it is eminent to map frameworks that serve as a foundation to 
strengthening commonalities between the two countries.  




