
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stories We Live By! 

Concept Note 

 

Uncertainty, instability, emergencies, diluting opportunities, corruption, and the 
amalgamation of fear and courage – Then, – Yes, … A hope for a better tomorrow – This is 
what the 9/11 generation in Pakistan and Afghanistan has gone through! 

In the midst of all this flux, our societal dynamics evolved rapidly – In Afghanistan, it was 
the foreign invasion again on the country that was struggling to survive after the Soviet 
War.  

In Pakistan, it was the kind of war, where the enemy was known, yet invisible – the period 
that came after the political turmoil of the 90s in addition to economic meltdown, internal 
ethno-religious sectarianism and of course, the sanctions! Pakistan, once again was ‘into’ 
to experience the ‘convergence’ of the United States interests in terms of global 
strategy. 

With insecurity in the air, cities were engulfed by the smog of anxiety regarding the 
unknown – internal migration from the Erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA) in the wake of the military operation launched by Pakistan armed forces, and the 
refugee influx from Afghanistan, on one hand, and the constant international pressure over 
the developing economy like Pakistan on the other hand; Pakistan was suffering 
domestically, regionally and internationally. Not only our international relations were 
reshaped, our domestic issues turned out to be greater than ever before… 

It was the time when the war was inside the borders at all levels of the social fabric 
involving every social domain – both, in Pakistan and Afghanistan, however, different were 
the manifestations…  

The War on Terror (WoT) was being fought in our streets, and simultaneously, the global 
communication dynamics were seeding the strategic narratives telling our stories. 
With the digitization revolution, words with loaded ideologies started shaping our stories – 
but, not anymore! 

Now, it’s time to reminisce the tales of all those years, that define who we are now – 
living in the moment, we have become more aware of the power of the narratives in the 
international relation diplomacy – With this understanding of how the story of me, became 
the story of us, defining our story of now – Pak Afghan Youth Forum has launched a series-
based initiative starting from December 16th, 2021, titled, ‘Stories We Live By’ to revive 
the forgotten Pak-Afghan tales of what we have gone through that defines where we are 
now – knowing that our stories are a part of the larger regional story of the Pak-Afghan 
nations!  

 


