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With peace on the horizon in Afghanistan and the imminent withdrawal of 
forces, there is much speculation going on around what the future of Afghani-
stan looks like, and more specifically, what is the role that Pakistan can play to 
ensure the return of stable and lasting peace in Afghanistan? To answer these 
questions, the webinar offered a platform to a diverse panel of Experts, Ana-
lysts, and Academics from Pakistan and Afghanistan. The Afghan Panel 
included Mr.Fateh Gul Shinwari, Mr. Abdul Latif Mal Shinwari, Mr. Sangar 
Amirzada, Mr.Nazar Muhammad Mutmaeen, Dr. Abdul Latif Nazari, Mr. 
Sami Yousafzai, Mr. Obaidullah Baheer and Mr. Obaidullah Akhundzada. 
Meanwhile, the Pakistani panel included Dr. Shabana Fayyaz, Dr. Salma 
Malik, Dr. Talat Shabbir, and Dr. Khurram Iqbal. The Panel Discussion was 
preceded by a Keynote Address by H.E. Ambassador Najibullah Alikhil, 
the current ambassador of Afghanistan to Pakistan. This was followed by a 
welcome note by the Director-General, PAYF Mr. Salman Javed. Afghan 
Member of Parliament, and Member of Negotiation team, Fawzia Koofi, 
also presented a special address. The closing note was delivered by 
Ambassador Aziz Ahmed Khan, who was the former Ambassador of Paki-
stan to Afghanistan. The session was moderated by Senior Broadcast 
Journalist, Nadia Naqi.  

The discussion largely revolved around Pakistan’s role in the current 
peace process. Where Pakistan’s efforts to enable dialog between the Gov-
ernment of Afghanistan and the Taliban were widely acknowledged by the 
panelists. Calls were made for Pakistan, to leverage its relations with the 
Taliban into bringing them back to the negotiating table. Furthermore, the 
discussion included the possible grounds for cooperation between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan, which included Trade, Education, Culture, and Securi-
ty. Moreover, the need to build better people-to-people (P2P) relations, was 
highlighted. Discussions on the animosity between the people and how to 
address it through increased trade and education initiatives were also 
discussed. 

Executive Summary
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With peace on the horizon, Pakistan and Afghanistan find themselves at a 
watershed moment in history. A moment where collaboration and coopera-
tion between the two brotherly states, can help sustain peace, and usher 
in an era of development and prosperity for both. The nature of Pak-Afghan 
relations is such that their fates and destinies are tied together, due to shared 
borders and cultural homogeneities.

Hence, as a neighbor and a brother, Pakistan has initiated diplomatic and devel-
opmental initiatives to ensure that prosperity and growth accompany the peace 
in Afghanistan. To create lasting peace, Afghanistan and Pakistan will need to 
work together to ensure that trade, health, and education sectors continue to 
grow and contribute towards peace in Afghanistan. Furthermore, a key feature 
of Pak-Afghan relations has been its shared interest in Sports, Media and Enter-
tainment, and cultural exchanges, which has provided grounds for people from 
both countries to come closer together.

However, despite everything that Pakistan and Afghanistan share, there is a 
lack of trust between the two countries. This lack of trust is a result of ill-con-
ceived history. Hence, this time with the withdrawal of forces, both countries are 
determined to not repeat the mistakes of the past generation. This time, peace 
should return to Afghanistan, and Pakistan should be a front-line support-
er of it.

Background
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Afghanistan and Pakistan share the same culture, religion, and history.

The security, prosperity, and destiny of both countries are interconnected.

Both countries need to promote their partnership in every aspect, political, secu-
rity, trade and transit, economic development, and cultural fields.

Afghans have suffered over four decades of war from terrorism and extremism, and 
about 6.5 million refugees are living in other countries. 80% are living in Paki-
stan and Iran. The war has impacted the economy, youth, and women, and they 
have been the prime victim.

Peace has been a long last desire of Afghans. Doha agreement was an initiative to put 
an end to the long-lasting war in Afghanistan. The government of Afghanistan fulfilled 
its commitment to peace negotiations by releasing 6000 imprisoned Talibs.

Pakistan’s contribution is needed for the success of the Afghan Peace Process.
Our goal is to preserve ceasefire, regional security, keeping the last 20 years achieve-
ments, and women's rights.

Although the US government is going to withdraw its forces by the 11th of 
September, we are hoping that the international community and regional countries 
specifically Pakistan will continue their support and contribution to Afghanistan.

Although the departure of foreign forces is confirmed, the Taliban has not stopped 
violence like target killing and terroristic activities. This has brought frustration to the 
Afghans and is not sustainable anymore, yet we need to sit together and resolve our 
issues through the political process.

 Key Takeaways 

H.E. Ambassador Najibullah Alikhil
Afghanistan Ambassador to Pakistan

Keynote Speaker
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Turkey conference was a good opportunity but was postponed by the Taliban, 
at this time there is no excuse. Yet the trilateral conference among the foreign minis-
ters of Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Turkey was held and the three countries agreed 
that the only way to a peaceful Afghanistan is through political means and the 
accomplishment of ceasefire is a priority.

The failure of the Afghan Peace Process will not only affect Afghanistan but also Paki-
stan and the region. The Pak-Afghan relations over the years are concerned with secu-
rity, challenges, and cooperation.

There have been economic cooperation and bilateral projects between the two 
states. For instance, Chaman-Spin Boldak railway and Jalalabad-Peshawar railway 
are few examples. Also, trilateral projects are under the way like a railway project from 
Tashkent to Mazar, Kabul, Jalalabad, and then to Peshawar.

The trade potential between Afghanistan and Pakistan is $5 billion. Moreover, 
after 2001, Afghanistan was the first market for Pakistani products which was around 
$3 billion but due to some technical problems and obstacles, it downgraded to $1 
billion.

Other trade projects like APTTA are also of high importance which expired in Febru-
ary but was extended for three more months. This project can connect Central Asia to 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and South Asia. TAPI and CASA1000 can also enhance 
regional cooperation and integration.

There have been numerous educational opportunities for Afghan students 
in Pakistan. Over 6000 to 7000 Afghan students are currently studying in Pakistani 
universities and in the last few years, 50000 has graduated from these universities. 
Pakistan has also provided scholarships for Afghan students over the past few years 
which we appreciate. Both countries need to enhance the student exchange 
programs to further improve their educational cooperation.

Youth form an essential part of Afghan society and they represent the new 
Afghanistan. They need to get the most out of their potential and energy in the peace-
building process as we rely on them and they are instrumental for cooperation and 
trust-building.
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Pakistan has our gratitude for hosting 3 million Afghan refugees. Once I met an 
Afghan refugee who said that I will take one-half of myself to Afghanistan and leave 
one-half in Pakistan. We are working with the Pakistani side to gradually and in a dignified 
manner, in a peaceful environment, return Afghan refugees to their homeland.

For the first time, I want to announce through this forum that we are issuing 
one-year multiple-entry visas for Pakistanis and more facilities for Pakistani 
students and Pakistani businessmen. The same gesture has been provided by Paki-
stan to Afghans. On Monday, we will officially announce this statement.

My message for this forum is that the forum must have a strong intention and 
determination to sustain a brotherly partnership and trust between Afghani-
stan and Pakistan.

This webinar is a good opportunity to promote people-to-people connection 
since due to the wrong-doings of some politicians, the narrative of both countries has 
been conducted in an unfriendly way.

We hope that 2021 would be the year of peace that will not only benefit Afghanistan 
but the whole region. 

According to many pieces of research, there are 23 to 25 military extremist groups 
that operate in Central Asia, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. Because of which there 
is a more militarized environment.  Not only there will be chaos in Afghanistan but the 
region wouldn’t be safe as we have witnessed the recent attacks and targeted assassi-
nations in Pakistan. Therefore, peace in Afghanistan means peace in the region.

Ms. Fawzia Koofi
MP, Human Rights Activist, Part of Peace Negotiation Table

Special Note
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The definition of peace is not silencing guns. In the past 4 decades of war, millions of 
Afghans have been forced to take refuge in other countries. Afghanistan is traditional-
ly a rich country when it comes to natural resources and economic potential, but this 
potential has not been used. So, peace for us means beyond silencing guns. 
Peace is about coexistence, a dignified life, and justice. Peace is about rights to be 
preserved and inclusion. Peace is when everyone sees themselves in the govern-
ment’s future. 

There are 21 members in the government delegation for the peace process just like 
the Taliban and 4 of those are women. But we could be more since this process is 
about women. In the recent negotiations regarding conflict resolution, neither of 
the sides has talked about women. In the peace process, women's rights are still 
for bargaining. 

But it’s a custom in the world and Afghanistan is no exception. Even in Pakistan, 
women are considered inefficient in the security and peace segments. That’s why this 
process was still an achievement for us.

We hoped that we could agree on a ceasefire, as it is the primary desire of 
Afghans. Our first proposition was a ceasefire, and the Taliban’s was Islamic struc-
ture. We also have to come to an agreement on the code of conduct i.e., on how to 
conduct the negotiations.

As we went back to Afghanistan, we consulted with the High Council for Reconciliation 
about women rights activists, the political community and, the people and shaped our 
agenda.

We strongly insisted on a ceasefire because if people don’t see the peace process 
impact their life, there will be targeted killing and bloodshed. But it was rejected from 
the Taliban’s side. However, we agreed on some items of the agenda.

The withdrawal of American forces from Afghanistan by President Biden wors-
ened the situation. Since the Taliban believed that after the Doha agreement, they 
have won the war, it is now difficult to agree on a political settlement. We 
believed that withdrawal should have been done after we reached an agreement. 
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Our primary demand is a ceasefire, and to reach a political settlement where every-
one’s rights are preserved including women since they form 55% of the society.

But there could be a negative scenario too where there will be still conflict and if 
there is no peace in Afghanistan, the entire region will not enjoy a peaceful envi-
ronment.

That’s why Pakistan plays an important role in Afghan Peace Process as it is our 
common war and we can see that it has impacted Pakistan’s economy and 
security as well.

We need to change the political narrative not only on a political level but also 
deep down in society. We will succeed together.

It’s in the nature of the societies of two countries that we remain close to each other. 

Whenever there is trouble in Afghanistan, the first country that comes to the rescue of 
Afghanistan is Pakistan.

At the moment, everything is subject to the peace process. Afghan people need to 
negotiate for themselves and they should be included equally in the peace 
process for a peaceful resolution. 

The Afghan government needs to understand that the Taliban are a part of 
Afghanistan and they have a large following and must facilitate them. 

Ambassador Aziz Ahmed Khan
Former Ambassador of Pakistan to Afghanistan

Special Note
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Since we are discussing the Afghan Peace Process, first of all, we know that there are 
2 developments in Afghanistan. The first one is the Afghan Peace Process. 
All the neighbors are focused on bringing peace to the region. The second important 
development is US troops withdrawing from Afghanistan after 20 years of the 
Afghan war.

Interfering and maintaining good relations are two different things and Pakistan as a 
country will respect that and must sit down and sincerely resolve this issue. Both have 
logic behind their arguments.

Transit Trade between the countries is essential and one of the challenges is 
heavy smuggling. 

There are tremendous opportunities and supporting it will directly help the 
economic sustainability of the country. 

In the past, PKR was used instead of USD which was a very good step from the Paki-
stani side. 

A lot of students have been studying in Pakistan as well. Afghan students in Pakistan 
must be facilitated in a way that equal opportunities should be provided for 
both Pakistani and Afghan students. 

PIMS, Shifa and good hospitals in Islamabad are all catering to the needs of 
Afghans and we have worked very hard to reach this stage and we must keep work-
ing on it.

We must establish good faith between us. 90% of the time problems are raised 
because things are not clear.

Dr. Talat Shabbir
China-Pakistan Study Centre, ISSI

Pakistani Panelist
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From the Chinese perspective, China is vigilant to ensure stability in Afghani-
stan. Instability in Afghanistan can damage the bordering regions. Beijing also focus-
es on political stability and lowering of the violence. As China largely wants peace, 
therefore, Afghanistan is very important for this purpose. 

China has been very concerned with the problems in Afghanistan and has been close-
ly looking into terrorist activated in the region. 

For a long time, China has been a neutral actor in the conflict. China has tried to devel-
op a consensus with all the actors. Using that leverage will be a way of pursuing the 
interest.

Afghanistan has many important interests in the region and China can surely work for 
that.

Many ifs and buts exist in the peace process. There is a cautious approach by 
China because it is an ongoing issue and China is dealing with this very cautiously. 

When the troops withdraw, then a proper electoral government must be estab-
lished. At the moment, there are threats and things are unfolding. 

In my opinion, peace in Afghanistan will ensure development in the region. 
Afghanistan is a very important country when it comes to economic stability. China 
has been involving itself in the peace process.

Several opinions can be heard from political leadership, and many leaders have said 
that Peace in Afghanistan means peace in Pakistan. This forum is playing 
a very constructive role in creating strong momentum for this venture. 

China will develop CPEC and will try to expand it to Afghanistan and eventual-
ly to Central Asia.

The peace process must be ensured for stable development in Afghanistan.
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Fateh Gul Shinwari
Chancellor Rokhan University, Jalalabad

Afghan Panelist

Dr. Shabana Fayyaz
HOD, Defense and Strategic Studies, QAU

Pakistani Panelist

According to the basic principles, life and peace are the basic right of living 
beings. Every human being struggles to get these rights. Some are successful but 
Afghan people still suffer from war and are deprived of the right to peace.

The reasons for this war are; weak governance, poverty, ignorance, lack of civil 
education, lack of educational awareness, injustice, and absence of strong commit-
ment of regional and neighboring countries. Now it's up to us to follow these reasons 
and take serious steps to find a proper solution for them.

The peace phenomenon must be separated from political and religious 
influences and every Afghan individual should take an active part in the peace 
process. That is the only way to bring brilliant peace to our nation.

It is also important to say that the neighboring countries can play an important role in 
the peace process because most of the anti-Afghan government groups are there and 
supported by them.

War is not in the interest of any neighboring country. That’s why Pakistan should 
motivate the Taliban to take part in the peace process. This could help to 
rebuild the injured relationship between Pakistan and Afghanistan.

To begin with the ongoing peace process, on both sides whether it’s the Taliban, the 
external factors, neighbors, or the present Afghan regime, the role of civil society 
is above all which is very vibrant in Afghanistan.
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We have to understand that this withdrawal can have both positive and nega-
tive integrations for the whole region especially the neighborhood.

We need to understand the most important factor is peace i.e., what kind of peace and 
the shared destiny they are looking for in Afghanistan and its neighborhood.

To understand peace, we need to understand there are pieces of peace, not a 
peace (single definition) given in today’s webinar. It means there is a diverse inter-
pretation of peace that unless we don’t reconcile with these differences, these points 
of view, we cannot move forward.

As it’s been pointed out, the killing of victims on the Afghan side has been used as a 
pitch by the outsiders, and then, you can see the victim put the narrative on the Paki-
stani side.

We have been hosting the refugees and will continue if the war happens after the 
withdrawal. What we have gained is smuggling, drugs, and weapons.

There is a different narration of the victim on both sides. The important point 
is, the policymakers sitting on the government side and policy analysts on the 
academic side need to form a bridge, and that bridge can only be formed if there 
is a perception that you have to exist in diversity.

Unless you don’t respect the basic forms of statehood (not saying nationhood as it is 
very debatable), you have to respect the boundaries, sovereignty of your 
neighbors.

The US withdrawal as stated and pointed out by President Biden is going to 
unwrap a lot of complexities than in the last two decades on the Afghan side.

People in Afghanistan are very confused about the withdrawal and peace process. 
Women are also confused and upset.
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When it comes to Pakistan, Afghanistan, and India, the biggest tragedy is that we are 
living in the past. If we talk to Afghans, there is a huge list of grievances. If we talk to 
Pakistanis, they also have a huge list of grievances? Both sides feel that their 
grievances are genuine.

The hurdle between Pakistan and Afghanistan is that the constituency of 
conflict is so powerful and then we have mistrust and many other things I 
haven’t listed.

We should learn from the past and not repeat those mistakes.

As state actors, we need to address other issues like Covid-19.

It kind of reinforces this unfortunate sentiment in the countries that today's and tomor-
row’s generation do not want to come to the negotiation table. They believe that if it 
has happened in the past and is happening now, then it is going to happen tomorrow 
as well.

It was part of the conflict which compelled the Taliban to do those activities in different 
provinces of Afghanistan.

The fact is we cannot undo the past. There are a lot of things that happened in the 
past. We have made a lot of mistakes. There has been a miscommunication and 
there have been a lot of external elements.

Afghanistan’s conflict history is not what started in 1979, it started way before that and 
unfortunately, Afghanistan has seen so many shades of war.

The Afghan people could either stay displaced from their homes and became 
refugees in neighboring countries or went back to their homes and went under war.

 Dr. Salma Malik
Assist. Professor, DSS, QAU

Pakistani Panelist
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One must salute courage, resilience, and the confidence of the Afghan 
people who believed in a future that will have bright sunlight or bright morning and 
that sunshine is yet to come.

Why are so many countries involved in Afghanistan and have concerns about it? They 
are concerned with what Afghan soil holds for them. They all want peace in Afghani-
stan because it suits them and everyone has their role to play in Afghanistan.

Women in Afghanistan are doing a great job in the face of extreme adversity. 
Afghan women have gone through many phases.

Pakistan does not have enough money. We don’t have the capacity and resources to 
handle Afghan nationals, and we wish we could have enough for them.

Problems nowadays have a hybrid impact on traditional security and the peace 
process is not going to be smooth, it’s going to be difficult.

The US withdrawal is approaching. This withdrawal and subsequent NATO 
withdrawal will give a wide chance of integration to all Afghans. We have 
resolved many conflicts throughout our history through traditional means, our Jirga, 
and resolution systems.

When we see the negotiations, we find that the Taliban and the USA are two parties 
and the Afghan government is kept aside from these negotiations and the 
Taliban never accepted them as a counterpart. This withdrawal will provide a 
chance for both of them to accept each other, work with each other. With this 
withdrawal, Afghans should work for a united, integrated, and converging system that 
can justify the needs of the whole nation. A governance system should be established 

Obaidullah Akhundzada
Head of Peace and Security Committee, C4A

Afghan Panelist
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that can allow Afghans to have relations with their neighboring countries and every 
other country that helped them in the hard times.

As far as Pakistan and Afghanistan relations are concerned, we share many 
common values. We share Islamic values. We share traditional values. We share 
common ethnicities. These values bind us together forever. No matter how 
much we deny these facts, we are the two strongest neighbors and nations 
who will stand by each other every time. 

Tough times do occur. Both sides have made some mistakes but that doesn’t mean it 
will divide our people or it can destroy our future relations.

Secondly, I will come to Ms. Fawzia Koofi’s one remark that about 23 military 
groups are operating in Afghanistan. Whenever there is a ceasefire between 
the government and the Taliban whether for 3 days or weeks, the number of clashes 
between these 23 groups and the government is reduced to zero. This shows that 
they operate under the umbrella of the Taliban. So, if the government can make 
a peace contract with only the Taliban, there will be no harm, there will be no fire, and 
there will be no blast. No group will be able to ignore this.

Dr. Shabir lifted a point on China’s concerns about their boundaries with Afghanistan. 
Yes, China has serious concerns about their boundaries with Afghanistan 
because of Daesh and as they are worried about the existence of the USA 
in Afghanistan and the region as they have mentioned on many international 
platforms. But if we assure China that a peaceful and united Afghanistan will 
never go against them, we will treat them as a friendly nation, and we will secure 
our border with them as we secured our borders with other friendly neighbors of ours. 
So, there should be no worries from their side and they should work for a united, 
converging, and a national interest-oriented peace deal in Afghanistan.

Although there have been problems among the two states, in the past. As

Nazar Muhammad Mutmaeen 
Senior Journalist, Author

Afghan Panelist



16

we are both Muslim countries, we still have the chance to come together. 

We have cultural ties, Pashtuns have ties with Baloch and other ethnic groups. 
Pakistan must try to engage and solve issues, and Afghanistan must reciprocate

If there is no peace in Afghanistan, Pakistan would not have access to Central Asia. 
Similarly, if Afghanistan does not have good relations with Pakistan, then Afghanistan 
would also face barriers to trade with Pakistan.

In terms of capacity building, Pakistan has helped Afghanistan by offering education. 
Now, many of our top government officials are graduates from Pakistan.

Pakistan can help us in the Afghan peace process, we need to agree to a ceasefire. 
The Taliban should also not lose this opportunity and should try to participate political-
ly in the peace process.

All regional countries and neighboring states should avoid playing a double 
game with Afghans. We are aware of all their plans. We would rather move forward 
collectively and positively. Concerning the India-Pakistan nexus, we prefer Paki-
stan over India.

Similarly, Pakistan should enable democracy and help attach democratic values to the 
populace.

Pakistan has also suffered from the war, we know this. Therefore, we request Paki-
stani youth to encourage their politicians to work towards peace, for both 
countries.

Sangar Amirzada 
Director Youth Contact Group of Peace

Afghan Panelist
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Thinking India is the spoiler seems like propaganda to me. Everything is 
very clear. Afghans need peace and an end to the bloodshed.

I see an upcoming era of tense relations between the states, as the predictions of 
a civil war will impact the security of Pakistan.

Pakistan should invest in the democratic forces in Afghanistan and in the people who 
have a good face and standing in the international community.

The relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan are like those of cousins, you can 
keep distance for a few weeks but then we’ll always end up coming together.

Sami Yousafzai 
Senior Journalist

Afghan Panelist

Another important issue is the relation between Pakistan and Afghanistan. They are 
neighboring countries with common interests and common threats. We need to work 
together to achieve common goals and remove obstacles.

We share the same threats and the same obstacles when it comes to moving 
our relations forward.

One serious obstacle to both countries is the interference from a third 
country, that does not want Kabul and Islamabad to come together and keep good 
relations.

Dr. Abdul Latif Nazari 
Politician, Peace Activist, and Expert IR

Afghan Panelist
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We have to look forward. If we keep looking back to the past, it would be difficult to 
develop. Unless we see each other as equals and start working with proper partner-
ships, we cannot develop trust. 

Just talking about saving Afghans from war or the redaction of women is useless. The 
actual point is we should enable Afghans to do whatever they want to do. 

The only way forward is cooperation, accepting the realities, and changing the tone 
that we have when we are discussing these issues. 

Nowadays, the news is coming out that what Pakistan did in the peace process, was 
not enough. Every agency is trying to put its responsibility on others. Pakistan did 
its best in the Afghan peace process. 

Every individual and party should be involved in the peace talks in Afghanistan/ 
Saying that Ashraf Gani is not a legitimate representative will create more issues. The 
Taliban also should be accepted as a one-party role unless not again a fragile state 
comes into being. 

It's alright to have healthy competition because foreign policy is all about influence 
and alliance but the unhealthiest way of competition is proxy wars.

Afghanistan has a lot of dynamic actors politically that have grown in the past two 
decades and they must be included in the peace process.

Pakistan and Afghanistan are closely linked, so the insecurity in Afghanistan 
can impact the security of Pakistan, and so security cooperation is necessary.

Obaidullah Baheer
Senior Political Analyst

Afghan Panelist
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It is not the time to think about the past. Both have blamed each other for the bad 
events that happened in the past. Any kind of thing which will hold them back should 
let it go and forbid such a notion. For the peace and prosperity of both coun-
try’s past should be buried.

Both countries have been through a lot. Sacrifices have been made to come to this 
point both from Pakistan and Afghanistan. These two countries should be united for 
the sake of the future and their coming generation. We have to leave a legacy behind 
and strengthen our bond with the cooperation of civilizations.

The solutions are numerous, but few are:

   Transformation of the borders. Let us transform the borders into bridges for strength-
ening our relations. Let us make our trade better than 5 years ago. Trade has reduced 
to 1 billion from 5 billion which was just 5 years back. Porous borders were the cause 
of disability in both countries. It was a problem for both countries. 

   Educational exchange programs should be started in both countries like Singapore 
and Malaysia. There should be a proper knowledge corridor for the 
students of both countries to avail themselves of the opportunity and for 
face-to-face interaction. Pakistan is working and trying its best.

It is the time as H.E. Ambassador Najibullah Alikhil mentioned Allama Iqbal and said 
Afghanistan is the heart of Asia. If Afghanistan is stable, Asia will be stable if it is 
not then Asia will lose its stability. 

Afghan Taliban has in the last 4 years evolved themselves in terms of searching for 
financial sources. They have diversified their sources of external patronage. They are 
not dependent on Pakistan. It has diversified its policies with Iran, China, Qatar, 
Russia. Pakistan is also diversifying itself for peace and prosperity.

Dr. Khurram Iqbal
HoD, International Relations Dept., NDU

Pakistani Panelist
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Key 
Recommendations

Enable peace in 
Afghanistan

Address the need for 
greater cooperation 
at all levels

Address Afghani-
stan’s potential and 
how best to use it

Engage and empow-
er all groups in 
Afghanistan

State level institutions should be more concerned with 
enabling peace in Afghanistan
Undertake initiatives that focus on development and 
elements of human security
Build more platforms that promote people-to-people 
diplomacy to avoid animosity and feelings of resentment
Address current grievances and make a greater effort to 
reconcile the past and move forward to a better future

Address issues of joint security and better border man-
agement
Enable cooperation in Trade, Media, Education, Health 
and Security
Create more opportunities for Afghans in Education and 
Health in Pakistan
Meanwhile, steps to improve capacity of their Health and 
Education systems should also be undertaken

Create grounds for Afghanistan to participate in econom-
ic initiatives like CPEC
Greater research and discourse generation on showing 
the rest of the region Afghanistan’s importance as a 
“partner”
Ensure inclusive and equally distributed development 
amongst all groups in Afghanistan

Enabling peace building in Afghanistan requires Pakistan 
to make greater use of tools like – diplomacy and arbitra-
tion between the parties in Afghanistan
Create platforms where each party to conflict can come 
and voice their opinions and demands 
Reconcile and build areas for cooperation based on 
areas where demands converge
For this, it is important for Pakistani institutions to main-
tain neutrality towards all parties in Afghanistan
Empower groups such as those concerned with Human 
Rights to make sure no group feels under-represented
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Schedule of the 
Webinar
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Live Broadcast of 
the Webinar

The webinar was broadcasted live on Zoom as well as on the official Facebook page 
of Pak Afghan Youth Forum. Almost 1200 people watched this broadcast and its 
recording. The number is still increasing.
The recording of the webinar can be accessed through the following link:
https://www.facebook.com/109398580893312/videos/214473560482747 
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Social Media 
Outreach

The #SharedDestiny trended on the 5th position on Twitter.
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Press Coverage 
in Pakistan and 

Afghanistan
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